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1 Findings and Recommendations

Principal Conclusions

The survey identified a rned for nine affordabte homes within the next 5 vears:

. Wlthin 1-3 years 6 househotds

. Within 3-5 years I househotds

Recommendations

1) The need for 9 affordable rented homes for tocat peopte shoutd be addressed.
3) Eight homes are needed for single peopte, and one 3 Ledroom honr,e.
4) one househotd needs ground ftoor accommodation accesslble for a v/heel.chair
user.

Key findlng
Affordability

c The survey found nine respondents.in housing need who can not afford to
buy or rent in the open market. Al.t can only afford subsidised rented
housing.

. The suwey also found sixteen older households needed atternative
accommodation but had sufficient resources to meet their need in ttre open
market.

Local connection

r The househotds in need meet the East Devon District Council tocal
connection requirement

Other Flndings

. The survey achieved its aim of tdentlfying actual households in need. Zg
surveys were detivered and 311 survey forms were returned. The resoome
rat€ was 40i6.

' 59% of those reptying said they $/ourd be in favour of a smart deveropment of
affordabte housing for tocat people.



2. Introduction and Information about West Hill

west Hltl is a fairty large viltage, tocated 11 mlles east of Exeter and 10 miles west
of Honiton. Ottery St lrtary is the ctosest town, Just two miles away and offering alt
the usuat town amenities.

West Hltl ttself has a vltlage store Mth its own butchers and post office. There is
atso a garage (with fuel), hairdressers and dentist. The Royat British Legion provldes
a social facitity for the viltage.

The viltage also.possesses a primary school, vittage hall and church.

Chltdren attend secondary schoo{ at Kings School. in Ottery St lrtary which is onty a
short distance from the viltage.

West Hill is an area of predominantly tow density residential development. The area
ha5 a distinctive character in that much of its rura[ nature has been retained. A^any
of the roads have the appearance of the former country lanes bordered by hedge
banks. Extensive areas of trees and woodland have been retained during
development,

fn the 2001 census the poputation of the West Hi[ was 1785 in T2O househotds. Of
the poputation 16.6% were aged beloril 16,49-7% of workirg age and 33.7% of
pensionabte age. The proportlon of working ag€ peopte is wett betow the average for
Devon and the South West, whilst the proportion of older people is higtrer than the
average for the area.

In r€cent years there has been a number of property transactions registered through
the Land Registry In West Hitl. The Land Registry records thirty six sal6 in 2010 at
an average of [493k. In 2009 there were twenty eight transactions, at an average of
t458k. Both of these average prices are distorted by a number of higher value
properties being sold. An altemative measure of house prices ls to look at the
average of the cheapest 25% of propertles. In 2010 the average for this group was
1286k.

There are currentty 35 properties being marketed in West Hill on the Rightmove
website. The cheapest being marketed is a 3 bedroom house for glgtlk with a
requirement that the purchaser has llved or worked tn the county of Devon for 3
years prior to the date of purchase. The only other property under a vatue of tl00k
fs a 2 bedroom bungalow being marketed for tZ4Zk. civen the price at which
properties are currently being mark€ted it seems reasonable for the purposes of
assessing affordabitity to use a figure of [?40k to assess whether househotds can
afford to buy in the market.

There is one rentd property currently being marketed on the Rightmove web6lte. lt
has two bedrooms and the rent is 8699 per calendar month.
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3. Aims of the SurveY

. To investigate the affordabte housing need, tenure and house size for tocal
people in West Hitt, those wishing to return, and those who work in the
vitlage.

. To investigate the housing needs and aspirations of older residents in West

Hiu.
e To estabtish the generat level of support for a smatl development of

affordabte housing for tocat people with housing needs

"Housing Need" is defined in Ptanning Poticy Statement 3 as "The quantity of
houslnglequired for househotds who are unabte to access suitabte housing without
financiaI assistance"'

4. Survey history, methodology, distribution and response.

The survey was carried out using a standard methodology approved by tocat
planners. 

'Eackground 
notes on the methodology can be obtained from the Rural

Housing Team.

The housing needs survey was commissloned by a local [ando\^/ner who wishes to
consider a housing devetopment in West Hitt' The ctosing date for the survey was

s€t for 1st July 2011 .

The su ey form was In 3 parts. The first part asked a limited number of questions

about the type of househotd and support for affordabte housing. Atl residents we,re

invited to rlipond to this part of the survey. The second part of the survey was for
completion by households where one member was over the age of 55, and was

intended to gather information on the long term housing aspirations of older peopte.

The third part of the survey was desiged to be completed by households with a

need to move to an affordabte home within West Hitt within the next 5 years.

There were 311 surveys returned, which is a response rate of 40%. The survey

achieved its aim of ldentifying actual households in need. out of the 311 surveys

forty one were retumed with part three fltted in.

statistics referred to ln this report were pubtished in 2010 untess stated otherwise.

It shoutd be noted that whitst apparent lnconslstencies in resPonses are followed up,
the information given is taken at face vatue.

5. General Survey Findings

5.1 Favour a smalt local devetopment
Resoondents were asked if the need for affordable housing were proven would they
be in favour of a smatl number of homes for locat peopte. 59% of those answering

the questlon said they would be In favour.
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Fig. I In favour of a snnall scheme
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5.1 Comments on affordable housing.
Respondents were ask€d to comment on the issue of alfordable housing. These
comments {editedl afe listed |n Appendix ?.

5.3 llain or second home
One of the r$$ponsei wa: from a second home cwner in Wast Hill.

5.4 Current tenurc
97% of respondents own their own home; ane of the househotds was occupylng an
affordable rented home rented from the Council or a houring association. Figure I
belo\,v 5how! the breakdown of tenure.

Fig. ? Current tanuro of re6pondedt"s
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Residents in the private rented sector were also asked about the level of rent they
paid. The average (mean) private sector rent was f638 per catendar month.

5.5 Respondents who need to move.
Eighty one househotds expected that they or someone in their household would have
to move as a household no/v or within the next five years. Forty one households
compteted part 3 of the form.

6. Housing needs and asplrations of older residents

Part 2 of the guestionnalre was directed at residents over the age of 55, The
population projections for Devon show a massive increase in the numbers of otder
people in the next 20 years. There is tittle Information on the housing needs and
aspirations of older residents in rural Devon.

Three hundred and ninety older residents responded to the survey from one hundred
and fifty six separate househotds, Tabte 'l below shows the age breakdown of the
respondents.

abte I Resldents to the survey
Age Number

responding
to survey

55-65 126
of-/f, 145
75-85 10'l
85+ 18

The 2001 census indicated a population of pensionabte age of 595 residents. The
Offlce of Nationa( Statisti6 predicts that the number of people over the age of 65
wltl increase by approximatety 32% between 2tXl1 and 2021 in East Devon. This
woutd imply in West Hitt that the number of older peopte coutd increase from the
2001 number of 595 to 785.

Older person househotds were asked about their future housing plans. Fifty two
households ptan to move and they would like to do so in the next 5 years.

Households were then asked what type of accommodation the![ woutd need. Tabte 2
below shows the respons€s to this question, Tr,vo houmehotds sald they wanted
residentia[ care.



When asked urhere they wished lo live f ifly t$/o houleholds wished to remain in welt
Hitt and a furth€r l2 in Ott€ry Et tiiary" Sixty one said they woutd moYr to elsewhere
in East Devon, six to elsewhele in D€von and sevent€en away lrom Devon'

Residents were alro a$ked to 5et out the rea:onr which were most important in
cioosin8 thelr next home. Ttre msst important factofi wera easy access ts pubtic

transport, eaty access to $hops and lelsure facilities and an ea5y to maintain home'

7. Assessment of those in need

Forty ofte form! were ret{rrned 'identifving thase in housing need' Forty 5ix separate

househelds in need }yere identified on the fofmt.

Of lhe forty six cases assessed twenty one have been excludsd from the assessment'

Ten respondents lndicated a desire to buy in the privat€ seator and indicated that
they had the resources to do 50, six gave insufficient in{ormation to assess their
needs, one househotd Btalrs to rnove away from West Hitl and a furthar property
needr adaptation, three househotds identified qo ne€d.

This section refers to the remaining twenty five hsusehotds.

Houring need

l-lousshotds completin! thts part of the foffi wer€ asked to idsntify th€ir reason for
wanting to move. Figure I shows the reason and main reagont given for wanting to
move.
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Local Connection

The definition of wtto is deem€d to have a local connestion is set out in the East
Devon local plan.

A resident of that parish group, or has a locat connectian with that parish group
because of family ties ot a need b be naar thak workplace.

Ea.ch of those compteting part 3 of the form was asked to show how they met thesecriteria. This information has been compared to the criteria above to eitabtish
whether respondents meet the test.

on reviewing the circumstances alr of the househo(ds were found to have a housing
need and meet the local connection requirement as set out aDove.

Housing Options

The housing options availabte to the households in need with a local connec on are
now given consideration.

Respondents_ provide informa on on income and lavlngs which aLlows an assessment
of what the household can afford to pay for their acco-mmodation. Notes on the
metlodology are avaitable from the Rural Housing Team.

srxteen of those with a need to move were older owner occupiers. These households
may wish to remain in west Hitt.and.coutd afford to purchase a surtabte property-bui
witl onty be abte to do so if a suitab{e property is avaitab(e.

The remaining nine households were considered to be in need of affordabte housing.
They were asked to express a preference for the type of housing they woutd rike to-live in.

The options are listed below

. Social rented " housing owned and managed by Registered providers (housing
associations) or locaI authorlties. There is currentty statutory control of rent-
levels.

r harqd.gwnership {or Homebuy) --h_ousing owned {normally} by housing
associafions. A percenhge share of the property is sold on i toirg teaie] fne
household pays a rent on the remaining jnare, ai wett as In some cases a
service charge. The househotd witt normatty have a mortgage on the share theypurcnase.

r self Build - An option for intermediate earners. In some areas it is possible for
households to buitd th€ir own house but the future use of the prp,irtv ii-- -'controlted by a tegal planning agreement. This controts ttre relsat! piLe to
keep the property affordabte for tocat peopte in houstng need,

a Low cost home ownership - a former of toar cost open market Durchase



o Private rented housing

. Owner occupation

Househotds vdth a housing need were asked to express their preference for the
tenure of houslng. These preferences are shown in Table 3 betow.

One of the househotds is on the De'/on Home Choice Register.

The income of households in housing need is shown in Figure 4 below.

Taking into account the income, savings and assets of the households, none of the
remaining households can afford to buy in the op€n market. Nelther coutd any of the
households afford to buy a shared ownership property, The only affordable option
for the remaining nine households is subsidised rented housing.

The suggested mix of housing is shown in Table 4 betow. This tak6 account of the
famity makeup as declared on the suwey form.

could choose more than one

Fi . 4tnruat hcqne of ttble in need
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One of those requirlng accommodation requires need ground ftoor accommodafion
suitabte for a wheelchai r.

The survey also enquired when those in need required accommodation; six said they
needed to more in 1-3 years and three in 4.5 years,

Changes In the type of affordabte housing

From Aprit 2011 the Govemment is proposing (ard curren y taking the necessary
legal steps) that the vast majority of new publtcly substdised rented housing wlu be
"affordable rented" housing. This js a different rent regime from existing social
housing. In the new affordable rentd houslng, the rents will be up to a max.imum
of E0% of average market rents and the tandlord wilt have the option of granting a
fixed term tenancy of mofe than 2 year:. This compares with existing social housing
where rents are approximatety 50j[-60% of market rents and are granted with
indefinite seclrity of tenure providing the tenant compties with the tenancy
agreement.

Providers of affordable housing are currentty bidding for pubttc subsidy to buitd
houses but it is not yet ctear what the picture wlll be in East Devon. Table 5 betorrr
shows comparative rents for three types of property. This information is indicative
and for ittustration only.

Tablc 5 lndicative rent le\,felg
Property type Typical Social

r6nt (existing
housing
assoclatlon)

Averaga ,rl.rket
ront for Exeter
srea(median)
(Valuation agency
llarch 201 I datal

'Affordeble
rent"
(80% of l*edlan
market rent)

l bedroom E65 Der week [121 .15 per week L96.92
2 bedroom fEo Der week 8150 per week u2a
3 bedroom [95 per week E173.08 Der week E138.45

Frorn the Incom€s indicated in Figure 4 o/er 33% of those in housing need have
annual Incomes of under e15,000 and 66X incomes under 820,000. Government
guidance on assessing housing needs suggests that peopte on torrr incomes can onty
afford to spend 25% of thelr incomes on housing costs. Figure 5 shows how 25X of the
lncomes compare to the rents set out in Table 5.
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Fig. 5 Affcrdability jn West Hill
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Th€ impac{ ol the rrew affordable rents on ronlars is a greater reliance on houging
benefil a d causBs mofe problems for those lvith seasonal or intermitlent incomes.

8. Conclusion - Futur€ Housing Need for West Hill
Overatt, lt must be remembered thet this Housing Needs Survey reFresents a
snapshot in tirne. Pe.sonat circumstances are constantty evolvifig, Any prov*sion of
at{ordabte houling, would, by n€cessity, need to take account of this. However,
qiyen tlre level of rerponse to the survey, and in spit€ o{ the potential ior
circumsl.ances lo change, there ean be confidence in the .esults of this survey. The
iurvey ha5 identlfied a need. in lhe near future for nine units of affordabte housing.

It i$ not usual to provide rpecifically and exactly for the total idenlifi€d need as
som€ houreholds may not be eligible for affordabte houling ptovision and some
respoodents may withdraw, mov€ away, or tre hou:ed by other means. "ln-situ"
sotutions {e.9. extending property} may resolve some of the housing need. For these
reasons housing providen may provide a percentage of the final need- lt must be
noted lhat this does not mean that the total n€ed shauld not be addres5€d.

Affordablllty tn Weit Hlll.

To buy the cheapest property on the market (se€ paragraph ? ) at the time of \A.ritjng
this report would require an incom€ of t5a.285 (mortgag€ of J.5 time6 income). To
afford to rent the onty privatety rdnted property on the market without recourse to
benefits would requlre an incom€ of close to []5,000 per annum. There figures
mean that peop{e on the incomes indicated in the survey cannot afford to rent or
buy in the open narket. vYhllst the new typ€.f "affordable rented" property witl be
more expensive than €xisting sociat housing it is slili mrre affordabie thafi the
private sector.



Older peoples housing needs

The survey also looked at the short and longer term needs for older peopte in the
yittage, lt showed that the majority of older residents thinking about moving wish to
move from West Hill but remain in East Devon.

The survey identified slxteen otder owner occupier households needing to moye.

The most lmportant factors influencing older peopte's housing preFerence were easy
access to public transport, easy access to shops and leisure facitities and an easy to
maintaln home.

Recommendatibn

It is recommended that the need for 9 affordable rented homes ls addressed.
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Comments on houslng. Appendlx 2

i) N6ed is for smaller housing units for ddorly people wishing lo stay in west Hill. 2) Hor can young

families 3tfod even affodabls housing whe lhere i8 a lack of ompbyment, cheap public transport i6
sufficient infra€{ruc-turo? One reason for us to leave W€sl Hill is the fact that I may not be able 10 drive
for m€dical resons.
'1. No such thlng as'afiordable houdng' - it is a cstch dlrase used by polilicians eic housing In r€gard
to cost is either atfodable or unafiordable depending on an Individuals financial cirdrmslancas.
2. All horlsing in g€noral is ovBr prhed and rGleined al sudl levels pditjcally for alional economic
stability i.e. Britain could not tunction oconomlca y in a period of rapldly doclining house prices

3. Wth the continuance of Buy to let mortgages the housing ma*et b bsing distorted at ths lolYer end
(first ume buyer8). Th€r€ ars over 750,000 buy to let mortgages. In reality fird tirne buyers are renling
prcpertios thal they woutd be buying in a sana maftet. Buy to let ls a bankers bonanza and politically

immoral. Think about it why Bhould anyone sell a mongagp where the purchaser by law cannol livo in
that propsty: thoy can only ret it ot, I'€king mq€ money for lhe banks.
4. Second hornesiholitay lels in er€as of houslng need should b€ prohibit€d.

5. Locat aulhodlies should build holiday hornss for'rent only" b€caus€ il would sllo',v holiday homeg
to b€ lot atl yea. round and go some way lowards allevlaUrE the exodus of pgopls from communides
that bacome ghast towns in wir ef. The roni income could be |lssdring fBnced by local authorltles fof
local housing ne€ds.
6. Th6 Ume will come wtran polilically wB wtll allow Individuals to orvn only one residgntial homo - thu€
ensuring that ther€ aro enough homes for evetyone to buy if lh€y wish to o\tn a homs. People who
buitd up portfollos of propert for finarcial gain are misuslng our prop61ty ma*et Hoffilng above all i6

a social n6ed like health, eduoation. No pditical patly ha8 the moralfibr€ to say 60 b€causo th€y are
enloying the fruiis of the nnrltipte housirE oyrnershlp In loo many indivrdual cases.
7. Stausucally if you are a ffrst timo buyo. l,ou will achi€v8 home o$rnsship at an av€rago age d 37! f
mum and dad help you will on average be 31 . what a farcel
Wthout maior changes to local gov€mm€riuplannlng /housing ladmorigages at national lev€l we
have no chance of gMng tho youh of his country th€ opportunity te buy home. Good luck in wer{
Hi{.
2nd hortss should Day tull courdl lax - this is wtty ihorq 15 a houslnS thorl4eilsJv..
Tieanition of "affordsble hou8ing' is nsc€$sary b€b]g making an Infotmed declsion. How long is the
houslng 'aftordabls' corenants placsd b onsure lh€y t€main affordable h perpetuity? To dats I have
nol ss€n a d€finition of "sffo{debls housing". Does affordsbls houslng b€long to the IndMdual or is it
owned by an hdepend€nt body. lf it b owned by an individual what 5top8 ar€ taken to enaure il
remains affordablo for lhe next purchaser, ot is il afiordable only to the first ownea lf lhs owner is an
indep€nden( body whet procsdures arc in place to ensure thEl il rBrnalns afurdable? By d€nn on
atuTdabl€ housing is mo8ty rBqui.od by younger g€n€rslion p€rsons lhat require easy sccesa lo
employment opportunilies and ontertainrE t and reteilfucilities. In my odnlon Wsst Hlll proYides

none oflhese crltsrla. In fac{ any incrBaee in the yormgar population would likely Inoease lhe
requirement for schooling on an atready p]€88sd ptimary Ecirool in ths village. Until a definilion of
atrordable houeing i8 mads an infonned docislon ls not practical or advisable. I look forvtard lo a
statentenl about r,rhst sfiodable houdns actially i8.

A lot would depend upon how Hg tl|€ do\t€'lopmsnt s/as-wtBther it was In k€epiflg tflitn th€ village-
Prcposals for dgvelopments so nar hevo b€en too lsrgo & out ot koadng with tha vt age E outddo of
the villaoe boundarlos
A small comDlex of t€tiBmsnt hom6 wouH b€ mor€ eppmprlate

Affodable and more o(p€nsive housing does not mix it leads lo proporty? And of lowoting of property

value acro$ the boatd

Affordaua houses a€ n€eded but must be locat€d with apptoprial€ infrartrusturFschools' docto/s
sumsries. d€ntble. etc. We3t Hill does not provide full infra*udu'! -&il9s9-!re!!-Stf-people
AtroEa6ie housins go€s hand in hand with lobs/schoolilciildcar€ etc and i9 mot€ suitaue in OUery St
Marv

Affordablo houdng in W€st Hill is not In keeping wilh tlo type of houslng in thls beautfrJl alea and
edablished housos ln fact it is over devgloDsd alr6ady
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Altordablo housing n6ed8 to be in tor/ns, clos€ to work and req@
prolectsd from bo much building and increas€ in traffrc- we must prot€ct our green spaces and oet
tuture ps@l€ living closerto placos of !,yo.k or required bcil i€s. etllding in ruEtviltades must [J--
kept lo a minimum. we mu6l protecl our viflages fiom too much buildng. young p€ople need to tiro
near places of work and d€asur€. older.peopl€ nsed to llve close io requireo fiillities, Unnecessary
car travsl should be avoided whsrc possible. cranbmok must be us€d d€ a way of avotoing uuildi;g'in
villanaq

Affordable houaing n6€ds to bs near Town csnlre or whers lhero is a rsgular bus servica eo peopb
wi$out transoort ars no! isolatad as thev $ould be In W6st Hill
Anordabre nousrng should be thited to lhose with genuine ne€ds and not ragaEeo dadElF6ifr
entitlsment. As a start there dlould .be a revlew of existing afiordable housing to identry under 

*
occupation and sub- lel ng , to establish an up to date assessment ol the eff€ctivOness of cunenl
manaqemsnt
Afilrd'bts houeing should be put In areas wherg th6ro are amp@
links
Already 1oo many old peopl€ in lhe village and the schoot i6 over subscrib€d
Any devdopment €ftodd be based on 'lifetims' princlples. E.g- wkis doors for whBelchai, us€rs slso
gccupancy should b€ slric{y mntrsllsd to favour local people
Any-one needtng afbrdabt€ houstng is mosl tikety b be in Ottery St Mary where6di6-E165--
available
Applv same consid€ration to all applicatbns not only affordable ho$lng
As a volunteer mediator I hav€ g€en sorne .affordable" housing in Dovon and I have been
dissppointed with the sound pmoting and parking arrangemenis in rnost casss
As nar as I know it is not requir€d, the school is oyer qqbscdb€d already
As most of the council hous€s ln the villagB have b€en sold, a s.nall grcup ot social housing would
se€m appropriat€

As ther€ is very little industry in west Hilt, afiordable housing is nol rBquired. wBd Hi[ has evotued
as a mirj-high end value pmp€riy marke{ and should be malntainad this wav
As west Hill is a falrly afiuent area and it ls gov€mmenl policy to include a percentaga of affordable
housing,ln any ns\,!, dsvalopmont, to avoid hcstilty (ninsylsm) great car. i6 nee&d iln rrung fbse
housgs tor the sake of all involved.

Avold o\rer donsity / needless excoss nds€
Bus, selrvag€ elc cannot support a nahr deysroprnent, no sdlool praces, lack ofiran€port! Afbroable
to whom? We6l Hlll not suilable tor Gocial houshp as there lsn,t ihe infrastructuro to supDort
But not if building is sch€duled to take place In area? Rostfi:ted for buildino ourooses-
But only if it is in koeprnq wilh the woodland vlllage - if the vi ago inft'astructurs can Buppoft ii
Crdnbrook is very cloEe and is gohg to b€ abl6 to suppty effordaHe housins
Enowh housing ne€ds in nearbv Cranbrook
FirE{ time buyors shojld be abte lo affod to tu
argas
For aged peoplo_(lnfrasfru6{ure nor suiiable to young starter hqne6, cranbmokt) w€6t HIr has its
own cfiaracter. lf west Hirr do€s nol m8et the ne€ds thtre iq !1g reason to move Inb west Hilt
c€neral reluctance In West Hilt to sgre€ to frdable hogeing, whlch we do not suooorl
l-low 'small' is qnrall? lt tlepends on kseolng the charactsr of West i fl

!"r.o* "on.".o *tn,n" 
"rou^otn* 

nou""ol@
I am neutral on lho issus
l am only in favour of affordabie ho
normal housing market. I hav6 seen many instances wherc affordable housing hss been purchss€d
by the well of for semnd homes. Affordablo hou6ing b normsly offsr€d by oJvelopers in oroer foi
them lo obtain planning permrssion for thsh development of olher hors€s. ih€re n€eds to be a clausen the deed6 to ensure that th€ propertios can only be eold to local people who need affordable
houEin€ and that it remains afiordable for 6vsr.
I assum€ tnere wil be "afiordable' housinq on the new Cranbmok develooment- close tJ W".r x..,ln
I boliove_thatfor affordabte houslng to.work th€re needs to be good pubtic transport and emptoym-ni
locally. This is not th6 case in Wsg Hifi
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I b€lieve West Hllls o\€r{oveloped and cannot support more houses

Icould only support afford€bJe housing if fiey were ont allo\rsd lo incr€ase atthe ratE as infla on in
ths everi of thom being sold on-thus reiaining th€m as afiordable homes on an ongoirE basis. In my
view this wa€ a maior mislakq mad€ by the govemment when th€ tensrf s ,Ehts wsr6 Intoduced
regsrdinq the purchas€ ofth€ir corr|cil hou6€.
I do not think thel W6st Hill should be devaluod by building 'afiordabla' housing. People who choose
to live here to so because lhey can afford to. Thsre are lob of leseer value pmpertl€s in nearby
villaoas.

I do not hink W6st Hill i6 a suitable village for afiordable hou€ing{oor transport links. lack of €fiop$
and other sodal suooort n€fir/ork

I do not und€rstand ihs tarm AffordaHs Hou6irE'. AII houses a{e afordabl€ to som€one; conveF€ly,
the least expenslv€ prcpedies in the land wi[ not be 'dordabls' to 6omc €eio$onomic gn]ups. lf ws
were taking of'Assisted Fundlng Housingi,lhat would be ditr€rent. Many will nev€r a$i€ to owning a
homs of their own. ls Weg Hill th€ rilhi ar€a for dsvelopnrsnl of sccalled Afiordable Houshg? | think
nott I undetsland that We,et Hll has a potrrlation ot around 2200 oc.upying over 800 houses harc In
the village.
The prop€rllos ar6 relatively hlgh-pricEd: the rosidenb are proud of lheir utoodland village and lhe
co.nm|,I|ity wsk8 hard to englr€ r|at plannod dwdoFnent ls ln harmofly wlth hs ssning , and
confibutes to the conseryalion and snhancsm€nt of lhe local envimnmont.
West Hlll iB no doubl considered an affuenl arsa, but ib r€sidents should not bs viewgd as all old,
relired aM rveallhy- ThiE k,|,y denElty vilagB 6nFys a balance of a! agts groups, a mlred corrmuntty of
all ages \fio enloy ths rural environment and who valus lho peaceful quality of lib it ofier8.
Marry of ths r€Bid€nts ar€ sucoeBsful busin€ss people wilh young famllles. The West Hill Primary
Scfiool, I understand has in excess of 200 pupils ard i6 us ally tull to capacity, and anolh€r 200 or so
tr€v6l away f]om the vilhge for secondary edrrcatim. So conlrary to popul6a ophion th€ro arB a lrt of
young iamilies arourd Wost Hill whldr has a satisfadory popuhlion mix.
West Hlll ls not rigfit for everyone, bul for thoEe f,ho cho6e to liv€ h€r6 lt r./orks very well. Plsse
l6ave it alone.

.Afiord.blc hourlng. Almost on our doorabp ws arc obout to s€elhe creallon of the n6w oco l n of
cranb;ook. This F adv€rtissd as a devglopmsnl which will cleab new lobs and prcvido hundrsds of
rtfordabls homss - and thess will be in tlE right pl*e because unliks West Hill th6y will havs the
propsr intsaskftlure designed to Bupporl dl residents.
They Inckids:
2 new primary schools and nursoryfac lies,
a New secondary sdtool ,

counby paft and sporb fadlltleq
rotall Slopping faciliti€6,
sef euffclent low carbon housing ,

comnunity c6nte,
regubr F|lbtic tramporl"
a railwav staUon.
I l|ave friend€ who hava had to move out of lhe vlllage b€caus€ they cannot efroRl poporty h6e. We
havs an aver -ag6ing population in West HiH bui wlthout afiordable houslng, $/e wont g9l any yourg
oeoDl€ movim in
I have only livsd h€re a felv months whilg hous€ hunlirlg out of the counly so have no idea ot things
like this

I r€ally cant ss lh6 nggd for it and 6€ems to bs abused by developer8 to gst danning permbsbn for
larg€ d€veloFnerft. Ther€ ar6 ao many houses on th€ markot botr ln West Hill and nalghboudng
Villages. Before we start caMrE up mors fislds I would liko to see more brownfisld sites ulilisad, and
th6 qladno examole is lhe old iactorv on he dqs of OSM.
| $pport afiordable hotsing for local p6ople, but NOT accommodation tor soclal $rvic€s oa houslng
asaocia0on to move in trouble tenants from lhe city. Cdme will increase, homes should b6 bought
outriqht b local oeoole
I sJpport afiodable houslng br local people, NOT accommodation tor socbl sorvicss or housirg
a66ociatim
I tlink lhat therB is sDaco In West Hlll for afbtdabb houslno for all qroups. and housino *lould be
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comm€tlceo
I would like to see any afiordable housing in srnaB clusters orgroups spr€sd out amongaxi$irE
communitisa
I wouu not supponaw twe of afordable homos in W€st Hill
I would supporl a shared equity styla ofafiordable homes giving (hos6 in n€ed lhe opportunfty io
lnvest in their orrn homq !v{h a shenlglS !!y !ielC!!C!!q9fat a tator date
i would support a smalldevelopment 4-6 houses, but I am against large deyetoprnent of6+ as I think
it would s9oil the area
| lrqqEljqppl4a very small development or developments
lf "sm ll' moans 10 or less hous€s ln a dsvelopment this might be acceptable, anvthino biooer NOt
lf building afordabie housing specificatly for the etderty-&en we/l thlnkto have a support system is
Bsasntial, preferablv fl oxible
lf p€ople ng€d afiordabb housing, thoy should mova lo soms rhere affordaHe, not experi Dsvon
Courw Council or th€ €(ate to s.Jb6idize them
lf lhe above was realtv for ihq bql€fit of locat peopte
lmprove th€ Infraslructure fird=roads, shops, seln age and fie€h water utilitis,s
It has to be In an appKlFia& location. (near facjlitl€s and withoul environm€ntd damaog}
It is impo.tant for those on low incoJnos/fi4ftle buyers lo be able io purchass ouilabls housino

It so€ms to rmks somo tic place affordabls housing units where real estat€ values are lo./er & to take
accounl of thB need for proximity e.g. young peoplo needing to move out of the family home would be
mors mobile and therafors able io travel turther than older people ne€ding accommodation nearsr to
friends and family. lwoL{d suppod bungalows or dtsltersd acc. in wgst Hill for otdsr people butwould
e)pect younger peoplo in nqgd to moy6 to oulqr areas in East Dovon with cheaper land valueg.
It should belong to a housino a8sociation
Local people *roub include r€latives

Low value land is lhe key which unless a planning g? ad{oved by lando\,vner, is not ava0able in West
Hill or ln facl East Devqn. (lts down to the pl€qnersJ.)

Most occupanls of afordable homes n€€d lo have €asy access to ragular publlc tmnspo fo, 1) Work
2) in order not to bav6 mothers \,yith young dllldren isolatsd, s hey are less llkely to have a cai
Moving due to children leaving home to attend unlvsrst'ty so we will r€quire smaller property. Looking
lo move into Exebr
Noed tor Abbeyfield stvle for up to 20 peoole

lEgqto accommodata singl€ persons as well as families
No established ne€d for afiordable houslng in wed hill.
No high rlse bulldings. Small housss/bunoabws, oaod road 99n!9di9nq !o be built first
Not onouqh amsnitjes - Scfiool etc q transpo,t b deal with capaclty a8 it ist
Not rBqulred in Wes{ Hill
Only locd people in need of affordable homes. I have s€6fi at lirsl hand exp6ri6nce of people
needing afordablo housing, used and abus€d to lh6 hlghgst level
Operativ€ r,mrd bei,.rg 'small" definitlon of 'affoldabl€"
Ofrerv St Maiv provid€s affordable housing sulslv
Pricing of starter homss would b€ dimcult taking into account local avsragg horEe p.l@s. In addition
local facilitles (acc€s6, sc*rools stc) are underprovided/overstretchod. A tigh y paik€d dsvolopm6nt
would not fit ln with lho cunerd village sfuduro qlLd counter to the villaqe desbn stsiernent.
Provided absolulely lhat it ls onlv on Brolvnfel{Land

QG) yos providing it is onv for local p€ople, young families not immigrants. I am 76, was widowed 2
y€ars ago. Curr€ntiy in Quit6 good h€slth otc. But no one can predlct the fuhjr6. I havs a n€w
partn8r, a widowsr, who has his own hous€. Due to he
small' developmenl to us means 1o-20 hom€s, no moro we a€ con@msd lhat some dovoloDments
are being sold lo estiate agents lo rBnt or sell on, (hus making thsm no longer'affordable, housinq
sinco cranbrook devolopment is under consbuclion I s6€ no furth€r ne€d for gtill more housing to be
built locatvpspecialh dnco the infiastructure wi not suppod thls
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Tho ansfl8r to 6 dep€nd€ on what i9 meat{ by 'affotdabls" 'sm8ll' and 'locat'. To ptio]itisa what wll
ue tn" *o*t iaporrid when lrou droo6€ youJ no;11 horne, is not possible at present. Thsre afe loo

The conc€pt of afiordable horneE 18 w|ong, ? Afiordable olh€n/vis€ they.would b€ smpty. w€ dnuld
bulld homde that p€ople want to llve in and ar€ pEpared to pay for, not build do^,n to I prlce,

Wfiyiry to i,ram O"uslopmer in'back gard€ns at West Hill with inadequate transpod and drairage

The local support ssrvlc€s, a.g. dEins, elec'lric, tde-phone, internel aI need' K my husband stpuld

i;"-wittrin tni nert S years I Gukt conslder it sochlly unaccoptabl€ for one lady to be occLrpying a 4

do€s lhat moan? A
roquire adequats solvag€ and

rhe schoot & viltage hall are over-sobscribed & the taads, drainage, bus s€Mcs are all inadequate for

"iir"O 
loi I Oe"et"pinent 6f afiord"Otu housing as this usualty m€ans young famllie' Ivho need

rrr".,r*a *n"rr n""0" b be querrt'fied, E.g. <10 whatever is buili ne€ds to b€ in keeping with lhe test

Thare trave beon attampts io dev€top Wesl Hil wtlich ha6 been rdused due to lack of sewices and

tor elOerli people tivnos€ home and

There is a need for'do rnsizing' homos in wesl Hill. Pefiaps a small development of smalurnsdium

ortrgubr" 
""t 

l" u -urtyad itting near a bus rout'e & afio;dablo siader homes for young p€ople to

a ooot of to""t traO"smen & professionals to me€t the na€ds of WBst Hill r€sidsnts'

e indusw so thero is no noed of atuidebls hq!g!!g----
Ttt*. itlil!" 

", "" "tpt"'yt""t 
In W€st Hill and the publlc transport system is sparse',lff-ordable

Thls ls not an arga rcf anotoaDle nquwe' wrrrulr unugrrv n rvuuo ."

"oJ*iur; 
tnoe 

"tt "6ry 
littlB servbes or adivities in \ry63t Hilllhat Yiould suPpott lhEso]roopl€'

p"ofi" tinrooit B *m; what lirdtsd €nd 6mpbym€fit. The cdms rate would posslbly Inctease and

This strould be in smsll devdopmentrs -nol in ths r€c€nlly sugg€ded and reJec{sd large sdFm€eand

of all
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Too much "nimbyism" tom some of lha West Hi[ restdenls for any affordabte housrg euoito hapfriunbss on edse of villaoa
Unabls to answer qusstion 6 until it is known he buitd location. Could t|e n€ed for afiordabb homes-

veryli{re in the virrage at the moment, young iork are more rikery to move away and retum tator in iife.This is a piv and a loss to villaoe ttie

are agalnst turth€r developmenl in West Hi{ as
The development of s new town near Rockbeare should meetfutu* ;t;;;;;-;;l;;;;#;i;;

cannot and doesn't want

Hill is a-Woodland Vittage, ot

3g":1"j^yl *jyf{'llglg?!r9- ry,sing in ani form. n" c''"noroi iriu";;;il; ;tt;iwith projedod 3,000 homes, thse ls absolutely no ne-ad to buirA 
"nvti"gi; 

;;y ai6;i";ffi;;;;:
owners.

westHitt ts a very expsnsrve area 6nd afiordabre rs required for young families *t o t "G!6ii-ffilhe villace and want to stev.

west Hill is-already over{sveroped, over-poporated and has outgrown its infrasbuctue. n is nolonger a quiet pleasant phc€ to live. More houdng (of any sot; iitt merety make mattes worse. We
::j:fy:^gs-:91t1",1{:l"jg"d tess spi-iti ae s6on ai tr! r,ousii,g ma*et improue iiNs 

-
t'.**jI,Ta"_T.::l9,gT :liT!^D"gLs thi councjt eaems oa.-rr"i i".i" 

" 
;ffiili;

West Hill is not a good plac8 to livo without a car tor svery trip & no pr,remanfs, no deca sf,ops, 6-

Peg-99Y.l-lg-pllrlg-9trdElqent opportunities. 3uL6ish place io pui "eflordable" housino

::::*:.".:l-ry:,]F';rv'-"'i"iffii'iJq"iiiY"iidi,lilJJi#il,T#i""THlffl'i;:'i''in:
is not an id€al loca{ion fur

There is only on GP Practrce which wil accept n6,v residenb of west Hi[, this being The coreridgeMedical contre.. o{ery st Mary, and ifs resourcos are akeaoy wararetded at its d,vn admtssioi. his also very limitsd car pafKng capacity.

I'lew housing of any kind in west Hill lrould therefore m6an further demand for iG servico8 cr6eflno
el/en more pressure wfiich wou,d rsEuft in h€aflhcare needs not b€i,rg mec any CevAopmenifiuiO
incfease the arnourt of fafic in th€ vilaga..As the vilage has nanonirao" 

"n,l 
I"n"J, i,.-"nv *rt 

*
blind intersections, *arp bends and si€;p hfls, very 6 pavement areas end ritue or no slreellighting any inc-r€as€ in trafrc would add io ttrese Mzards. rhJe nave-atreaoy ueen local concemsEls€d about the cunenl lrdc siluetion in Wesl Hill Road.

W9_:lIl j: llyi"t rurat vi ag6 wirh no amenities other than one good shqp, and ft has few
Du$nesses lhat courd provide emproym€nt.opportunitieo. Arthough there is a bue route thrs mer€rysj{ns the noth€m tip of th€ vi age miking it iiaccessible b, maiy ,.riaent".
I:?l::?:jj"_:::.:wn of crinbrooki provioe pronty orffiiorur'"io*ins in tearsa, close to

Wost Hitt ne6ds impmved pededrian tacitities a ur"et tgnu@
families before mor€ houslno aoomved
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w*t Hill *"d t" h*" tffod.bl" ho;E]ut it is has been losl' lt should not become (more 04 a

;;i; ;i ;iJil# ano execulives-in or-der to remaln (or becorne agaln) a mjxgd and viFral''t 
'Y{la{

What is 'Atordabl8? Has anyone done lhe sums to worl out the cGt of a home in West Hill which

could be afiorded by someone on 
"""Lge 

iast D€*n income aM{vhether such a home could ln facl

be buitt in Wesl Hill for that mst oeinf ihme \'Yhiih vt/ouH fit in with-lhe sutroundirEe? Land cost is

ffiilii'ii,"'"iiiir. riJ,i:,ill""iet"et"ap:9?r':-rl1"l,:11:'Jil5::f,:1T"*H"t19fr1.,""rnsr' 
" ' 

Yvsrt ' 'n" ilttoioadr" rrousind is sursly th€ redundant lactory in osM - nice
q:911;^rll"^^P,l:1,:,jTjil"#:l'ff*". rh6 rown with al the faciriries. lre radory is114 rpsor..

fiG-ut 
-pprprl"t" 

inft,astructrr€ w€sthilt is not a place you,ng (or old) people could 8esdi.e. good

,"gl;Liuti.iiniqr"nt transport.se*ices io locallon;s/co;stfoi wort or recreation need€d' car

ffi ag€ b€ brift upon, €ach having turo or lhre€ homoa,
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