EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMORIAL TREE GUIDELINES  


1. INTRODUCTION 

 When people close to us pass away, friends and relatives will often want to commemorate them with a lasting memorial. This may be in the form of a tree that not only honours their memory but provides a beautiful improvement to the local environment and a special way for loved ones to be remembered. Other memorial tree applications commemorate special occasions, such as births and marriages.

East Devon District Council has a number of green spaces that have outstanding views and scenery that are suitable for memorials. However, availability in these green spaces is changeable. A list of available sites, along with the appropriate tree species for these sites, will be provided to memorial tree customers each year.  Please see the FAQs link on the memorial trees webpage for more information about this. 

EDDC will always endeavour to be respectful, sympathetic and fair towards those wishing to have a memorial tree planted, and will support the needs and principles of memorials in EDDC-owned and StreetScene-managed green spaces, alongside the needs of members of the public, to ensure that the planting of memorial trees in designated green spaces is managed and supported for the mutual benefit of all. 

2. OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE 

 These guidelines have been produced with the following guiding principles: 	
 
· to be respectful, sympathetic and easily understood.
· to balance the contrasting needs of a variety of users.
· to enhance and maintain the appearance of green spaces and not detract from  
   their primary recreational purpose.
· to clearly establish the responsibility for maintenance and replacement of 
   memorials. 
· to achieve full cost recovery for any materials and maintenance provided.
· to only plant memorial trees that increase the biodiversity and meet suitability 
   and sustainability criteria.

These guidelines only cover memorial trees planted in EDDC-owned and StreetScene-managed green spaces. Memorial (or commemorative) trees are relevant to anyone who has commissioned or is thinking of commissioning a memorial tree from the list of available tree species and green spaces. EDDC has set out separate guidelines for memorial benches.

3. SITES INCLUDED 

Only sites owned or managed by EDDC will be subject to these guidelines. For example, recreational green spaces owned and/or managed by Town/Parish Councils will be subject to their own policies. Planting locations and tree species will be at the discretion of and authorised by EDDC’s Tree Officer and Horticultural Officer and will be at their discretion.

4. LEGAL FRAMEWORK

The planting of trees on land as a memorial is a private arrangement between the friends and relatives of the appointed person commissioning the memorial, and the landowner. As such, EDDC can only approve memorials on EDDC managed or owned land. 

Generally speaking, the planting of memorial trees will not be subject to planning permission, restrictive covenants, or other restrictions. However, consideration will be made to balance the requirements of the site, appearance and usage against the installation of memorials, and underground service checks will be carried out beforehand to establish appropriate planting locations.

When EDDC agrees to plant a tree, they are purchased by the next of kin, executor, or personal representative and donated to EDDC. The tree then becomes the property of EDDC. 

5. DETERMINING REQUESTS 

Enquiries for a memorial tree should be made using our online application form and be relative to the designated list of tree species for different green spaces, as set out by EDDC’s Tree Officer and Horticultural Technical Officer.

EDDC does not accept ground-based plaques at the base of memorial trees. This is due to the potential of plaques being accidentally damaged. However, hanging plaques are allowed. The benefit of hanging small memorial plaques from a tree’s branches is that friends and family members can add their own hanging plaques. 

6. COSTS 

The memorial tree fee will include the cost of the tree, delivery, planting, installation costs, e.g. stakes, ties and follow up maintenance for 6 months from planting. All costs provided will be inclusive of VAT. Any future tree works, such as pruning, can only be carried out by EDDC’s tree team.

7. MEMORIAL TREE PLANTING 

The arrangements for ordering and planting memorial trees will be made directly by EDDC once the purchase of the memorial tree has been made. Tree planting is only permitted in November and December.

Trees will be planted by EDDC’s Tree Team. Friends and relatives are welcome to be present at the tree planting and can carry out a small ceremony if they choose to. The placing of flowers or other objects at memorials is permitted. 



8. MAINTENANCE 

Please be aware that trees are sometimes subject to vandalism and damage by individuals and inclement weather. EDDC will not be held responsible for any costs to replace a memorial tree.

EDDC shall maintain and care for any memorial tree within the first 6 months only. It reserves the right to re-site or remove any tree that it deems to be unsafe, irreparable or for any other reason during the life span of the tree. 

Once the 6-month period has expired, EDDC will carry out an inspection of the tree to ensure it is in good health, sign off and inform the contact person for the tree.




EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL   MEMORIAL TREE   GUIDELINES          1.   INTRODUCTION         When people close to us pass away,   friends and relatives will often want to  commemorate them with a lasting memorial.   This may be in the form of a tree   that   not  only honours their   memory but   provides a beautiful   improvement to the local  environment and   a special way   for loved ones to be   remembered.   Other memorial tree  applications   commemorate   special occasions, such as births and marriages.     East Devon District Council has   a number of   green spaces that have outstanding views  and scenery that   are suitable   for memorials.   However, availability in these green spaces  is changeable. A list of available sites, along with the   appropriate tree   species  for   these   sites, will   be provided to memorial tree customers each year.    Please see the  FAQs  link on the memorial tre e s webpage   for mor e   information about this.       EDDC will always endeavour to be respectful, sympathetic and fair towards those  wishing to   have a   memorial tree   planted,   and   will   support   the needs and principles of  memorials in   EDDC - owned and StreetScene - managed   green spaces,   alongside the  needs of membe rs of the public,   to ensure that the   planting of memorial trees in  designated green spaces   is managed and supported for the mutual benefit of all.       2.   OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE        These guidelines have   been produced with the following guiding principles:              t o   be respectful,   sympathetic   and easily understood.      t o   balance the contrasting needs of a variety of users.      t o   enhance and   maintain   the appearance of   green spaces   and not detract from          their primary recreational purpose.      t o   clearly   establish   the responsibility for maintenance and replacement of        memorials.        t o achieve full cost recovery for any materials and maintenance provided.      t o   only plant   memorial   trees that increase the   biodiversity   and   meet suitability        and sustainability criteria.     These  guidelines   only   cover   memorial trees   planted in   EDDC - owned and   StreetScene - managed green spaces. Memorial (or commemorative) trees are   relevant to anyone who  has commissioned or is thinking of commissioning a memorial tree   from the list  of   available tree species and  green   spaces .  EDDC has set out separate guidelines   for  memorial benches.     3.   SITES INCLUDED       Only sites owned or managed by EDDC will be subject to these guidelines.   For example,  recreational green spaces owned and/or managed by Town/Parish Councils will be  subject to their own policies.   Planting locations   and tree species   will  be at the discretion 

