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SIDMOUTH

AREA 1 - TOWN CENTRE & SEAFRONT

1 SETTING OF THE
CONSERVATION AREA

1.1 The conservation area covers much of the town centre
and esplanade. Also included is a large proportion of outlying
Regency development. To the west is the Royal Glen and a finger
of public gardens known as Glen Goyle Walk extending north.
Between is the majestic Fortfield Terrace, and other less ambitious
early 19th century development extending further to the north
and east. Finally are several of the large “cottages orné” mainly
north of All Saints Road which started to appear slightly later,
from about 1820 onwards.

1.2 Designation of this area pre-dates the formation of East
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Devon District Council in 1974, bur following publication of the (44,10 and below) Fortfield Terrace: impressive in scale and detail
Sidmouth Conservation Study in August 1975, extensions were

proposed and these were incorporated into an amended desig-

nation in January 1977. The conservation area contains around

150 statutorily listed buildings covered by 105 list entries. There 2 BUILT ENVIRONMENT
are also an additional 13 entries included in the local list.

2.1 The conservation area can be subdivided into separate
areas which give an understanding of the different historic
components of the town and its separate phases of development.
These are briefly outlined below.

1 Town Centre (North)

2.2 The main entry point into the town centre from the
north and east and most subject to traffic congestion. There is an
attractively grouped concentration of mainly early 19th century
listed buildings around the junction of Salcombe Road and
Vicarage Road, but little of remarkable note within this part of
High Street, which contains some bland modern infill and several
examples of poor frontage treatment.

2 Town Centre (South)

23 This part of the town centre is of great quality with a
preponderance of buildings listed, and many finely preserved
shopfronts with good fascia lettering. There has also been a
recently implemented enhancement scheme covering much of
this part of the shopping centre, based on recommendations
contained in the Sidmouth Town Centre Enhancement
Programme published in November 1988.

























nearby whar appears to be a Toll House. An 18th century lime
kiln stood on the cliff top at Jacob’s Ladder. Chalk was brought
by boat and carried up by donkey. Having ceased production it
was incorporated into the grounds of “Sea View”. It later formed
the foundations of a mock fort with clockrower, lookour and
boat-house complete with boat on davits. Of significance to the
town’s history and also a site for appreciating Sidmouth’s dramatic
coastal setting there is perhaps a case for inclusion within the
conservation area.

Seafront in the vicinity of Jacob's Ladder (not currently within the
conservation area).

6 SYNOPSIS OF IMPORTANT
BUILDINGS

6.1 Sidmouth has well over 100 listed buildings. The
following is a selection of the most significant.

6.2 The Parish Church of St Nicholas and St Giles
although 15th century in origin with a perpendicular west tower
of this date, underwent a complete rebuilding of 1859-60. The
west window was given by Queen Victoria in memory of her
father who died in 1820 while a Sidmouth resident. Some of the
rescued medieval fabric was incorporated in the Old Chancel, by
Peter Orlando Hutchinson who lived there. It is now a feature
overlooking the Coburg Pleasure Ground some 200 metres to the

northwest of the church.

6.2 All Saints Church was built in 1837 by ].H.Taylor to
serve the growing suburbs. It is in a Gothic Revival style with
galleries on iron columns to the transepts and west end.

6.3 The Congregational Chapel, Chapel Street, dates from
1820 and is stuccoed with Gothic style windows. The Unitarian
Chapel (established 1710 and much rebuilt 1884 by the

Presbyterians) is also stuccoed, has ornamented bargeboards with

an octagonal window in the east gable.

6.4 Fortfield Terrace is the only completed part of an
ambitious formal layout dating from 1792 planned by a London
speculator but never completed. Later terraces are few and short
and the speciality became the “cottage orné”. By 1836 there were
some 35 of these. The earlier ones are particularly rich in
haphazard ornament; some with thatched roofs, ornamental
gables, eccentrically derailed Gothick windows and elaborate

Coburg Terrace; Regency houses in a pleasantly informal setting, including
the Old Chancel sometime home of Peter Orlando Hutchinson (1810-97)

who wrote a five volume history of Sidmouth.

Regency ironwork. Good examples are Cliff Cottage and Royal
Glen Hotel. From the 1820’s onwards solid spacious villas, of
pattern-book origin were built including several of the hotels.

6.5 This phase in the town’s rapid development can be
appreciated from the fact that the population in 1801 was 1,252;
increased dramatically to 3,126 by 1831, but then only by a
further 134 to 3,360 by 1871. It was not until after the arrival of
the railway in 1874 that the quite extensive later Victorian brick
terraces to the north and east of the town centre were built (e.g.

All Saints Road and Vicarage Road).

6.6 The sea wall and promenade were built in 1835-8 and
by this date most seafront houses were converted to hotels. A
good example is the Royal York and Faulkner which has been
embellished by tented balconies and Edwardian bays and porch,
the latter recently reinstated.

6.6 Early 20th century buildings in the town centre have
continued to reflect the Regency tradition, whilst many of the
better residences that have been built since 1900 in the suburbs
reflect an Arts and Crafts, in neo-classical or vernacular style.
Some are not included within the present conservation area
boundaries. Among the most important are Peak House,
Cotmaton Road built in 1904 by Evelyn Hellicar for Sir Thomas
Dewey, founder of Commercial Union which is in a Baroque
style of ashlar and rusticated quoins, Gibbs style windows, and a
good interior of early 18th century manner. Windmill House
(formerly Home Orchard), Hillside Road was built in 1909 by
M.H.Baillie-Scott in a compact but classic Arts and Crafts style
by one of its better known practitioners.?

2 see also Sid Vale Conservation Area Appraisal















9 SUMMARY

9.1  Sidmouth is a coastal resort of exceptional architectural
and historic interest and of national importance in terms of its
representation of a particular style and quality of Regency and
mid Victorian development much of which has been carefully
preserved. The publication of the Sidmouth Conservation Study
in August 1975 and the Sidmouth Town Centre Enhancement
Programme in November 1988 as well as operation of the Town
Scheme have clearly been influential in helping to maintain the
high quality of environment.

9.2 The calibre of development control has generally been
high and largely effective in maintaining Regency character and
the continuation of a certain gentility which characterises the
town and is undoubtedly appreciated by visitors. Nevertheless,
the following observation in Pevsner and Cherry* summarises
certain aspects of Sidmouth’s current strengths and weaknesses.

“Early 20th century building in the centre was generally
in a tactful Regency spirit, the berter suburban houses
in an innocuous Arts and Crafts tradition. In the later
20th century this haven from the modern world is now
in danger from its own popularity: the chief visual
threat is from inappropriately large groups of housing
and flats for retired people, spreading over former
gardens and wrecking the small scale delight of the

original houses”.

The Town Council is much aware of what is perceived as a
constant threat from developers and major corporate interests,
and urges those responsible for planning decisions to be ever
vigilant.

9.3 This appraisal has also emphasised some of the dangers
threatening the character of the town centre conservation area,
which includes adverse frontage alterations and also the
sometimes advanced deterioration of fabric including brick, stone
and ironwork as well as a lack of use of natural materials in paved
surfaces. These are conservation issues requiring practical
measures and assistance with funding. Grant aid is available from
the District Council for repairs to listed buildings. Other possible
sources of funding for specific projects include the Heritage
Lottery Fund. A detailed audit of those features characteristic of
the historic built environment and considered to be under
greatest threat, owing to deterioration or pressure for alteration or
removal, would be a useful first step.

9.4  The extensive areas of open space, some private, some
public are a vital characteristic of the seaside resort and much of
the early inner suburbs. Although most of these areas do not
appear to be under immediate major threat, pressure for devel-
opment upon them should be closely monitored since changing
social and economic conditions can in time lead to subtle differ-
ences of interpretation.

9.5  One of the chief delights of Sidmouth is the relatively
unchanging atmosphere of its historic setting in spite of having
had to absorb many of the typically late 20th century insertions
as well as increasing pressure for retirement whilst maintaining its
reputation as an attractive seaside resort. It is a delicate balance
that will need to be carefully safeguarded.

9.6 Some modification to the existing conservation area
boundary is recommended to include part of the seafront west of
the present limit. A closer look at some of the early 20th century
housing developments may also reveal further areas that may be
considered suitable for inclusion given that there is increasing
recognition of the period, particularly where there is strong
evidence of the Arts and Crafts influence.

% Buildings of England by Nikolaus Pevsner ¢ Bridget Cherry; 2nd Edition 1989 p.739
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2 BUILT ENVIRONMENT

2.1 The large areas of open space form an important setting
for a number of listed buildings, particularly ar the south end of
Sid Road and east end of Salcombe Road, including the attractive
toll house and former toll-gate adjoining which now forms an
entrance to The Lawn. Other large buildings stand in their own
grounds, for example Hunters Moon, Sid Lodge, Salcombe
Lodge and Hills. Sid Road which closely follows the eastern
boundary of the conservation area, contains some pleasantly
enclosed walled sections with the 19th century buildings often
close to the carriageway.

22 A further pleasant grouping of listed buildings exists in
the extreme north of the conservation area, concentrated on Sid
Lane, a short no through road gently sloping towards the river,
and linking to the footpath system which here forms one of two
footbridges across the river.

23 Several groups of late 19th century and early 20th
century housing adjoin or overlook the conservation area to the
west of the river. Whilst of no great architectural distinction of
themselves they exert considerable influence as part of the overall
townscape and form such a strong visual link with the adjoining
open space that there is considered to be a case for additional
control of frontage alterations.

3 LANDSCAPE AND TREES

3i1 Much of the character of the conservation area is
derived from the range of species of mature trees and their distri-
bution in a riverside setting. Also of great importance is the fine
visual relationship this establishes, both with adjoining buildings
and boundary features, especially walls and hedgerows. Within a
well sheltered location some trees have grown to an exceptional
height of 30 metres or more. The predominant species are lime,
sycamore, horse chestnut, black poplar and beech, with some ash,
willow, alder, pine and holly.

3.2 Most of the larger groups of trees and those of greatest
height are within close proximity to the course of the river. There
are further groups and individual specimens along much of the
length of Sid Road. There has been some organised recent
planting of young trees at The Lawn and some sporadic planting
of younger trees ar Sid Meadow.

An avenue of mature trees,
towards the northern end of the
conservation area, typifies what
appears to be a consciously
designed landscape associated
with the 19th century growth of
Sidmouth.

Std Road: much of the conser-
vation area is largely open
landscape with groups of mature
trees and a scattering of larger
houses.


















8 SUMMARY

8.1 The Sid Vale Conservation Area is unusual in that trees
or open landscape are the most dominant features over a wide
sector. However there is also a strong urban context with
residential development almost surrounding the open areas which
must inevitably lead to pressure for further building to take place,
if not within the conservation area itself, then close to the
periphery. Much of the character of the area derives from the
Regency and Victorian villas (which are part of the inner suburbs
of Sidmouth) to the south, and the separate small community of
Sid to the north. Salcombe Lodge, Salcombe Cottage and Hills
Cottage which help to form a link between the two can be
considered further examples of the “cottages orne” widely
encountered elsewhere.

8.2 Existing planning policies take into account of the
importance of the historic context of buildings within the area.
This is apparently proving effective in preventing any intensifi-
cation of development. There has been little adverse change by
allowing, for example, houses within large curtilages to
themselves be subdivided, or for land surrounding them to be
released as smaller building plots. Unsightly building extensions
and the need for excessive parking provision has also been largely
avoided.

8.3 With a few exceptions the important link between the
open character of Sid Vale and the wider largely wooded
landscape setting to the east has also been maintained. One of the
most pleasing seasonal aspects is the contrast berween dense
summer foliage and bare winter silhouettes when many buildings
are made much more visible.
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2 Sidmount and Claremont

23 This area contains two further detached Regency
houses. “Claremont” is staturorily listed, whilst “Sidmount” is on
the local list. Both maintain the villa style amongst a heavily
landscaped setting, but considerable post 1945 housing adjoins
to the north with at least two recent examples built between the
villas and within the conservation area itself.

3 Vicarage Road

24 Here character is more varied. As with area 2, recent
development is more obviously apparent amidst the further 19th
century villas, and there is also a significant terrace fronting the
east side of Vicarage Road. Trees are much less prevalent than
elsewhere although there are several good specimens, and some
important garden walls front Vicarage Road providing privacy to
the larger buildings a pleasing sense of enclosure to the street
scene.

3 LANDSCAPE AND TREES

3.1 Much of the conservation area is focussed on the setring
of the large villas informally laid out along the edge of a shallow
ridge overlooking the town. This has developed into a particu-
larly rich landscape of mature trees and extensive lawned areas
fronting or leading up to buildings whose gleaming white stucco
provides a striking contrast to surrounding vegetation. Most have
gravel and pebble drives, or walks through shrubberies with a
mixture of grassy glades or areas of almost complete tree cover.

3.2 The overall effect is of a very varied but well-balanced
distribution of deciduous and coniferous trees and shrubs with
some unusual and exotic species including palms, almost as if the
buildings are an afterthought deliberately spaced well apart in
order to maintain the character of an arboretum. There are even
some substantial trees fronting Vicarage Road.

3.3 Retention of extensive tree cover is of vital importance
to maintain the character of much of the conservation area. The
existing policy of strict control of any felling or clearing and
ensuring that any removed trees are replaced appears to be largely
effective although some older trees appear to be becoming over-

mature. It may therefore be necessary that some replacement
underplanting of suitable species is underraken before the
removal of trees that have started to die back or are becoming
diseased, before the necessity to fell arises.

G

Vicarage Road; view towards Temple Street. An extensive flint on sandstone
retaining wall forms the boundary to the original Elysian Fields villas

Vicarage Road; this pleasant late 19th century terrace, now mostly guest
houses, immediately adjoins the conservation area

Vicarage Road, The Hermitage. Part of an attractive L-shaped group here
abutting the road but maintaining privacy behind high walls
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¢.1905 Ordnance Survey Second Edition. Scale originally 25 inches to the mile (scale may be altered for the purpose of fitting the report)





















