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6 STREET FURNITURE AND
HARD SURFACES

6.1 Two important street furniture features are the
remarkable Shell hand petrol pump and a K6 red telephone kiosk
at opposite ends of the terrace situated southeast of the Kings
Arms, A further item of historic importance is the cast iron
"Dorset" sign attached to the road bridge over the stream threat-
ening any would be offenders with deportation.

6.2 There are also some excellent examples of the use of
chert as cobbled surfaces; one section of path within the
churchyard close to the north entrance, and two separate sections
fringing the large hard surfaced courtyard to the front of The Old
Vicarage. These are likely to have been laid in the 19th century.

6.3 As in many of the East Devon conservation areas,
overhead power lines are prominent in certain parts, most
notably in Yarcombe Road where they are quite unsightly.

rg SYNOPSIS OF HISTORIC
BUILDINGS

7.1 St. Michael's Church is largely 15th century, although
there is a 14th century lancet in the south aisle. The tall, slim
tower is a particular feature and the proportions and spacious
interior of the church are also impressive considering the small
village it serves. This is an indication of its historic importance at
the heart of a large parish which probably once had a consid-
erably greater population than at present. There was an extensive
restoration in 1860 when new roofs were constructed on stone
corbels, and in 1866-68 there was extensive re-fitting. There are
monuments to the Keates and Collard families.

7.2 Backing onto the churchyard is the two storey 16th
century former Church Ale House, with round-headed door,
probably re-used. A sensitive restoration, by A.Howard in 1983,
included reconstruction of the roof.

Tty There are a wealth of 15th to 17th century farmhouses
in and around the village. Within the conservation area, apart
from Churchstyle Farm (1.1) unusual in being partly timber-
framed, is Townsend more typical of this period with chert walls
under thatch. There were originally three rooms and a cross-
passage; a 17th century rear kitchen and store; two storey front
and rear porches, and four jointed cruck trusses with smoke-
blackening indicating a former open hall. The moulded beams
and windows were inserted later, during the 17th century.

Important Buildings outside the Conservation Area

7.4 As with other Blackdown Hills parishes there are a
number of good vernacular cottages and farmhouses beyond the
village. Kites is a very late medieval house containing an original
internal jetty to carry the upper chamber. The roof is three bay,
with one jointed and one true cruck. A kitchen/bakehouse was
later added to the rear. Pennyhill, with datestone 1704, has a
symmetrical plan with front parlours and rear service rooms.
There is also a good range of farm buildings around a yard facing

Kings Arms Inn dates from the 16th century with original interior features
including plank and muntin screen; open fireplace erc.

The preserved hand operated petrol pump. (below)







the house. Owls Castle, is a late medieval house with an early
plank and muntin screen. There is a two-centre arched door
frame to a small inner room, and an inserted jertied chamber
with late 16th century fireplace and ceiling.

7.5 Lower Lye (half a mile north) is an archetypal medieval
farmhouse built on a three room cross-passage plan with later
cross-wing at the lower end. Built of rendered rubble stone under
a hipped thatched roof. There is a smoke-blackened roof on
jointed crucks with broad flat rafters, widely spaced, carrying the
thatching battens. There are two plank and muntin screens and
an inserted axial stack in the hall. Two staircases have been added
in characreristic bulges beyond the line of the original walls.

8 FEATURES OF SPECIAL
IMPORTANCE

8.1 Among the elements which contribute to the essential
character of the conservation area are the following:

- a typical rural village in a valley setting in the heart of the
Blackdown Hills

- a wide range of buildings of different dates with most walls of
local Chert stone

- the separate group of buildings with the Parish Church and its
fine tower forming a prominent landmark

- the important walled footpath link between the village centre
and the Parish Church

- the significant open landscape setting south of the stream and
also including the churchyard and grounds of The Old Vicarage
with their fine tree groups and associated boundary walls

- several unusual individual features of interest
- a strong sense of enclosure derived from the several converging
lanes, most having a gently curving alignment, and with many

dwellings closely fronting the carriageway

- significant changes of level creating a strong relationship
berween landscape and buildings, particularly near the stream.

One of the most striking features of the village is the footpath only access
between the village centre and Parish Church (above and below) through a
wrought iron turnstile. This path extends south of the church to an attractive
outlier of cottages (above right), farm and former church ale house (far right,
Jforeground). The splendid setting of the church, massive for a small village,
can best be appreciated just before crossing the stream (below right).







9 LOSS OF CHARACTER AND
INTRUSION

9.1 The following elements are tending to lead to intrusion,
damage or a loss of character within the conservation area:

- overhead power lines which are unduly prominent within
Yarcombe Road towards the village centre

- incongruous post 1945 bungalows within and adjoining the
conservation area

- loss of traditional window and door detail

- significant changes to elevational derail including inappropriate
renders and ribbon pointing

10 SUMMARY

10.1 Stockland is a very good example of a Blackdown Hills
village, remote and with deep historic roots in a still strongly
agricultural community. The buildings mostly reflect the ready
availability and traditional use of local building materials.

10.2  The conservation area consists of some sites where
additional development may be acceptable, although access
would be difficult without disrupting existing frontages and the
extensive boundary walls. Some redundant agricultural buildings
are likely to become subject to proposals for conversion to
residential use which unless sensitively handled could adversely
affect their inherent character.

10.3  Existing trees and hedgerows are important to the
character of the conservation area, especially to the south of the
line prescribed in the Local Plan as the limit to development.
They should be afforded maximum protection, and where losses
unavoidably occur, replaced with broadly similar species.
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Early 20th Century Ordnance Survey Second Edition or Provisional Edition.
Scale originally 6 inches to the mile (scale may be altered for the purpose of fitting the report)



















