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Cottages at the north end of the village form an isolated but attractive group
with typical slatelbrick or thatch/stone combinations.

1 LANDSCAPE AND TREES

4.1 The extent of tree cover within the village, especially
near the centre, is considerable, and best appreciated on the
approach into the village from the northwest. Here a scattering of
buildings is glimpsed through a tunnel of trees, and elsewhere
near the T-junction trees either dominate or partially obscure

buildings.

4.2 The remains of an avenue of trees, now somewhat
fragmented, extends southeast from Court Lodge, well beyond
the conservation area boundary and forms the approach to
Bishops Court.

4.3 Elsewhere in the village trees are much more scattered,
mainly in small rows or groups as deciduous hedgerow species.

5 HARD SURFACES

5.1 No preserved natural stone paving/surfacing was noted
during the course of the survey. The combination of grass verges
and stone walls partially covered in vegetation are characteristic
features. There was formerly a hard surfaced footway running
alongside the southeast wall of the Old Rectory. This is currently
overgrown with nettles and not an attractive feature. Its
improvement could form part of a programme of future
enhancement.

6 BUILDING MATERIALS AND
ORNAMENT

6.1 As with most East Devon villages there is a rich mixture
of building materials, with red brick probably most widespread.
Of natural materials, plastered cob alternates with the local red
sandstone, which can be seen both in the soft gritty red-brown
form, and a harder gritty purple-brown. Brick dressings have also
sometimes been added. Roofs are mainly of Welsh slate, although
thatch, plain tile and Bridgwater tiles also occur; the last usually
found on barns and outbuildings. There is a good example of
polychromatic brickwork at December Lodge.

vl

Stone walls, mainly of sandstone conglomerates from local quarries (e.g.
Heavitree) are found in several locations. Condition is varied but some
sections are in definite need of low key maintenancelrepair using the right
kind of replacement stone and minimal amounts of soft mortar, preferably
using lime.

An elevation of the old school showing a typical combination of
brickwork and local stone. The windows apparently are set in a
partially blocked entrance; probably the result of converting an
original barn to a school.






Venn Farm; a good example of a vernacular building where
farmhouse and farm buildings form a virtual entity.

Detail of the parish church; much restored and added to in the mid
19th century. The fishscale slates appear to be two contrasting
Cornish types. Various forms of 19th century ornament using
natural materials are becoming increasingly cherished. The infra-
structure of building stone quarries which produced such a rich
variety of materials and textures has become much reduced, making
suitable replacement when required, more difficult.

10 LOSS OF CHARACTER AND
INTRUSION

The main elements in the conservation arca that are leading to
loss of character or intrusion are as follows:

- a considerable amount of post 1945 housing infill
which whilst not unduly obtrusive could easily become
so if more were allowed

- prominent overhead power lines

- several sections of boundary wall in a poor or
deteriorating condition, some in need of repointing
using soft mortar appropriate to the stone type.
Some brick walls also need patching and repointing

- although slight at present some loss of original
fenestration and doors is starting to occur

11 SUMMARY

11.1  Sowton is a small secluded village with several good
examples of vernacular building within the village and comple-
mented by others in the parish which have been considered
worthy of research. The conservation area in this instance
includes open countryside which is integral to the immediate
setting of buildings.

11.2 Within the context of current planning policies, and
having regard to post 1945 building thar has already occurred, it
would seem unlikely that further infilling can be easily justified
either within or outside the present conservation area boundary.
Such development would all too readily have an adverse affect on
the existing character of the conservation area and its setting

which is already finely balanced.

11.3 Some practical conservation measures (e.g. repair of
walls, and encouraging owners to retain historic fearures of
buildings) is likely to become necessary to avoid any further loss
of character. Securing the removal of overhead power lines,
together with tidying and recovery of some neglected small areas
(see 5.1), would be further steps towards enhancement.
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