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2 SETTING OF THE
CONSERVATION AREA

2.1 The conservation area covers the historic core of the
village and includes The Street, Church Hill, Axminster Road,
parts of Rosemary and Doatshayne Lanes and Compbyne Road.
The main concentration of development is on an east-west axis
with a strong focal point at the cross-roads. Otherwise the
settlement pattern is fragmented with an isolated group of
cottages forming a narrow northern spur to the conservation area.
Other scattered but significant groups of cottages and farms
surround the periphery, especially Whitford Road to the east and
Maidenhayne Lane to the north.

22 There has been a good deal of suburban infilling which
virtually encloses the conservation area to the west, north and
cast. However within the heart of the village, and forming the
northeast quadrant of the cross-roads is an important open space,
part pasture, part tree-covered and enclosed to the south and west
by an extensive stone wall. This undoubtedly contributes much
to the secluded atmosphere that Musbury enjoys and is integral
to the wider mainly pastoral setting of the village. This well-
wooded setting complements the glimpses of more open
landscapes from the village that lie across the Axe valley and
towards the lofty hill ridge to the east which has a broadly similar
geology to the Blackdown Hills.

23 Musbury Conservation Area was first designated in
February 1994 and contains 17 statutorily listed buildings
covered by 16 separate list entries. The location of these is
indicated on Map 1.

3 BUILT ENVIRONMENT

3.1 The boundary of the conservation area has been tightly
drawn such that almost all 20th century additions are excluded.
There have thus been few significant changes and Church Hill, in
particular, retains much original character and a strong sense of
enclosure enhanced by boundary walls and overhanging trees.
Infill along the Axminster Road is ser back sufficiently behind the
carlier building line for parts of Axminster Road to retain a
similar character.

3.2 The Streer with its slightly curving alignment and
buildings somewhat haphazardly arranged has pleasing vistas
from either end, and the mixture of cottages and farmhouses of
different ages and materials adds further visual interest. A more
intricate grouping of buildings in Compbyne Road and
Rosemary Lane, and an important and probably ancient footpath
link from the top of Church Hill provides another area of quite
distinct character within the village. The small groups of cotrages
at the northern edge of the conservation area form an artractive
group and are somewhat isolated from the historic core of the
village.

The Street; an attractive curving
street with cottages and farmhouses
informally grouped. Rosemary Lane
to the left (above) contains further
cottage groups







5 HARD SURFACES

5.1 Areas where natural materials have traditionally been
used to cover ground surfaces now appear to be very limited,
although some earlier surfaces may have been covered over.

5.2 The only remaining areas where ubiquitous tarmacadam
is not found are the car park and the footpath linking Church
Hill and Compbyne Road.

6 BUILDING MATERIALS AND
ORNAMENT

6.1 Musbury, like many East Devon villages, has a wide
range of building materials mainly consisting of cob on stone
footings, local chert stone and brick. Beer stone is used in
dressings and the Parish Church displays an attractive combi-
nation of roughly coursed chert and moulded ashlared Beer
stone.

6.2 Roof materials are mainly of slate or thatch, but with
several instances of bitumenised corrugated iron, normally an
indication of an earlier thatched roof. Boundary walls are mainly
of chert or brick, and as will be noted in the illustrated examples,
are sometimes found in need of strengthening or repair and
repointing.

Z STREET FURNITURE AND
SPECIAL FEATURES

.55 | An old milestone, attractively marked, abuts a cottage in
Axminster Road. This is probably the most significant remaining
feature of this kind within the conservation area, and a reminder
of the former historic importance of this road through the village.

7.2 Some recent newly installed streetlights which imitate
the style once reserved for gas lamps are mounted to brackets on
posts carrying telephone and electricity cables.

Wall detasl of the Parish Church tower showing dressed Beer stone and
coursed chert

Axminster Road; milestone with cast iron detail






9 FEATURES OF SPECIAL 10
IMPORTANCE

LOSS OF CHARACTER AND
INTRUSION

The main elements which contribute to the essential character of 10.1
the conservation area are as follows:

Factors which are tending to cause a loss or compro-
mising of character within the conservation area are as follows:

- the attractive and secluded setting of the village on the lower
eastern slopes of the Axe Valley

- the use of a wide range of local building materials in a
mainly vernacular context

- as a complement to the above, extensive boundary walls in
stone and brick, providing a strong sense of enclosure;
providing continuity between different parts of the village, and
reinforcing an intricacy of scale

- several good examples of vernacular features in cottages,
farmhouses and outbuildings, and for the most part a clear
acknowledgement of features worthy of conservation, some of
which are obviously cherished

- many fine tree groups, especially to the south and east of the
village centre

- the arrractive landscaped setting surrounding the Parish
Church and Musbury Farm

- the open land in front of Mountfield, fringed by mature trees
which is an essential focal point of landscape significance
within the heart of the conservation area

- an important footpath link across the village and from the
village to Musbury Castle, probably both of considerable

antiquity

- prominent overhead power lines, especially in Axminster
Road, The Street and Doatshayne Lane

- the somewhat poor condition of some sections of stonework

and brickwork in boundary walls, gate piers etc.

- the gradual erosion of original detail, especially of traditional
carpentry to doors and windows, inappropriate pointing, and
a few examples of restoration which include hard cement

coated render and other later embellishments that are unsym-

pathetic and tend to detract from the original character of the
building.

Close-up detail of garden walls in Doatshayne Lane showing rypical
problems of decayed mortar and frost damaged brickwork (left) and
the need to use wall ties to prevent further movement of structurally
unsound sections. Here successive applications of cement
mortar/render have almost obscured the stonework
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Early 20th Century Ordnance Survey Second Edition or Provisional Edition. Scale originally 6 inches to the mile (scale may be altered for the

purpose of fitting the report)


















