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Policy NE2: Protection of Local Green Spaces 

This draft policy seeks to identify a number of specific local green spaces in the town. It seeks to 

prevent any form of development from taking place on the identified spaces, for any other uses other 

than those which are ancillary to the use of the land as green space.  

Clinton Devon OBJECT to this draft policy which seeks to establish a blanket presumption against 

development of a large number of open spaces areas, in both public and private ownership, in the 

town. We note that this draft policy seeks to be far more prohibitive than the Policy RC1 of the Local 

Plan which allows for some development of green spaces in certain, carefully controlled 

circumstances. Although there is undoubtedly strong justification that such spaces be retained in most 

circumstances, given the role that many of these play in providing amenity resource to the community 

and to protecting the high quality character of the town. However, this does not mean development 

should be precluded regardless of the circumstances, for example whether there is actually a need for 

the relevant open space to be retained or the opportunities which might be accrued from limited 

development bringing forward qualitative improvements to open space provision. We also note that 

a formal open space assessment does not appear to have been done to inform this part of the 

neighbourhood plan and therefore provide evidence which might articulate in more detail whether or 

not the current approach is justified. It is useful to note that under the terms of the policy as proposed, 

it would not have been possible for the town to have secured the much improved allotments at 

Greenway Lane which formed part of, and was was the product of, Clinton Devon’s development of 

the old allotments for a mixture of market and affordable housing. This is a good example which shows 

that having a degree of flexibility in relevant policies can be beneficial to helping in the delivery of 

wider objectives for the community. 

Given these concerns and the apparent absence of justification that every one of the identified spaces 

needs to be provided with complete protection, it is Clinton Devon’s view that Policy NE2 should be 

reworded so that a more flexible approach is allowed where the necessary justification can be 

provided. It is their view that such flexibility can be applied without prejudice to the policy’s primary 

objectives of ensuring the long term protection of the towns’  amenity provision and  character. We 

would therefore suggest that the wording of draft Policy NE2 be revised along the following lines: 

“Local Green Spaces allocated in this document should protected. Proposals for development will 

therefore normally be resisted unless they ancillary to the use of the land as a Local Green Space. 

However, development for other uses will be considered where there are particular circumstances 

which apply. These will be include: where alternative provision of the same or greater community 

benefit is proposed, where it can be shown that there is a surplus of the form of open space in the town 

or where development of part of the land can be used to provide enhancements to the retained area. 

Any proposals for development should seek to protect the character of the area in which they are 

located.” 

 

 

 


