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Statement 

 

Paragraph 031 (Reference ID: 11-031-20150209, revision date 09-02-15) of National Planning 
Practice Guidance (NPPG) states: 

“…One of the following documents must be included with a neighbourhood plan proposal when it is 
submitted to the local planning authority: 

1.   a statement of reasons for a determination under regulation 9(1) of the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 that the proposal is unlikely to have 
significant environmental effects or 

2.  an environmental report prepared in accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3) of regulation 12 of 
the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004…” 

 

At the point when the neighbourhood plan had a draft set of aims and objectives, the steering group 
formally requested a screening opinion from East Devon District Council, to determine whether or 
not the plan would require a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) (and Habitats Regulation 
Assessment) or not.  At that point, we also confirmed to the local authority that we would not be 
seeking to allocate any sites for development. 

 

The response we received confirmed that the plan would not need to be subject to an SEA (and 
therefore not require an environmental report to satisfy point 2 above) nor an HRA.  The response is 
reproduced in full below.   

 

We are therefore required to submit this statement setting out the reasons why we have not 
undertaken an SEA to satisfy point 1 above.  The response from East Devon District Council sets out 
the reasoning.    

 

Notwithstanding this, we considered it important to carry-out some sustainability testing of our plan 
and therefore produced a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) alongside the plan.  The final SA report is 
submitted alongside our neighbourhood plan. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 


